　Individuality－in groups　By: Irit Dabby
Doing stupid things in childhood, justifying “because others do it too”, ended up with my mother preaching me, closing the argument with the ultimate question: “If everybody will jump from the roof, will you do it too?!”　Obviously, my reply was NO. Though… I am not sure that if you will ask Japanese that question, the answer will be alike.
Seems that Japanese are following others in every aspect in their life, and never stop asking “Why?”.

Everywhere in Japan, you see ladies with this specific Initialed designer bag. They can be old or young; rich or poor, but they own that bag! Why? Do ALL Japanese REALLY think this bag is so beautiful? More amazing thing is, that this bag costs about half of their monthly salary! Not that it should matter: “Everybody has this bag- I must have it too”. 
Same with hair dying: Coming to Japan, I was surprised to see that most of Japanese ladies (and men as well), dye their hair to brown.

Asking Japanese friends for its reason, each gave the same answer: “All Japanese has the same hair so I want to look different”. REALLY??! I guess that nowadays, only the ones with their original black hair will really look different…
Conformism exists in every aspect in the Japanese life: One does something- all do the same.

If everybody stays late at work- you will do it too, though you (and probably others as well) have nothing special to do (that can’t wait till tomorrow…).
Even being a “Weirdo” in Japan, must be done in a group! (See Harajuku). 
A Japanese person that will try to act according his own logic or “god forbid”, try to protest?!
Mostly, Such Japanese choose not to live in Japan!

After all, In Japan- Individuality is in groups!
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Separated in birth…
